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Architecture For All: Chester County Day 2018 
78th Annual Chester County Chester County Day Saturday, October 6, 2018 
 

West Chester, PA –The Women’s Auxiliary to Chester County Hospital has 
been supporting the hospital for 125 years through numerous fundraising 
activities and events. One of the beloved fundraisers that has stood the 
test of time is Chester County Day, the longest running house tour in the 
United States. This year’s tour will be held Saturday, October 6, 2018 
from 10 am to 5 pm. Since its founding in 1936, “The Day,” as it is 
affectionately called, has raised more than $5 million for the hospital, 
earning $132,000 last year alone. 

 
This year The Day includes tours of 16 homes and six public structures/historic sites in the northeast 
quadrant, including Exton, Frazer, Chester Springs, Kimberton, and Phoenixville.  
 
The Day will kick off with the pageantry and excitement of a traditional fox hunt. The hunt will set off 
promptly at 9 am from Birchrunville. At 10 am guests can begin their tour of this year’s selected 
properties. 
 
The 2018 tour celebrates the traditional, distinctive architecture of Chester County with some twists. 
There is a beautifully restored home in West Vincent Township which is believed to have been deeded 
to a Revolutionary War soldier in payment for his service. Also on the tour is a meticulously kept stone 
home with great antiques, rugs and a lovingly-cared for garden.  
 
A spectacularly restored Queen Ann-style home is one of the stops in West Whiteland Township. The 
home was designed and built in 1851 by Andrew Jackson Downing, a prominent advocate of the Gothic 
Revival in the United States. The fountains, gardens, mahogany-lined rooms and diamond lead-paned 
windows of this house are remarkable. When the owner first purchased this property, oil had seeped 
into the basement and water leaked from the attic down to the first floor. The renovation of the home 
has returned it to its original, unforgettable state.  Around the corner is a pristine stone R. Brognard 
Okie house set on a hill with a beautiful stone-banked garage. Loch Aerie Mansion in Frazer will also 
open its newly revamped doors to the tour this year. 
 
Attendees will have the opportunity to tour a nearly 200-year-old farmhouse/manor house in Chester 
Springs that has been lovingly repurposed as a business office. The structure has retained much of its 
original woodwork, pocket doors, cabinetry, stair railings, fireplaces and a beautiful English knot garden. 
Tour-goers can also explore the largest three-story bank barn in the county located in Charlestown 
Township. The home boasts hand-hewn, scored beams.  
 
Traditional Chester County is not all The Day offers, however. This year’s VIP house is a three-level 
Spanish style home built into a hill with a zero-entry swimming pool and cabana, courtyard patio, as well 
as the homeowner’s collection of jelly bean-colored Porsches. 
 
Phoenixville is represented by a restored farmhouse with a pool house that was once the residence of 
farmhands. Eighteenth and 20th century homes on the grounds of the former Pickering Hunt are optional 
next stops for attendees. Two houses will be open in Rapps Corner, with the convenience of parking at 



 
 

2 of 3 

 

one home to tour both. Each of the stone houses has been maintained and updated in very individual 
styles, while respecting the historic bones of each building. 
 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Chester Springs will serve as a lunch stop, where pre-ordered boxed 
lunches by Arianna’s Gourmet Café will be available.  
 
The Day offers two ticket options, a regular priced $50 ticket or a $100 VIP ticket.  The VIP package 
includes an invitation to the preview party in September, as well as a gourmet boxed lunch provided by 
Montesano Bros Italian Market & Catering at an exclusive house tour open only to VIP ticket holders.  
 
With a GPS and a Chester County Day map (that you will receive when you purchase your ticket) the 
beautiful architecture and bucolic roads of the county are yours to explore.  
 
Event Details 
 
When: Saturday, October 6, 2018 from 10 am to 5 pm 
Where: Northeast Quadrant of Chester County  
Tickets: On sale from July 1, 2018 online; September 4th by mail or at the satellite locations listed on 
our website.  

• $50 purchased via web, phone or in person 
• $100 VIP tickets, which includes a VIP Reception and Preview Cocktail party at Historic Yellow 

Springs, Sunday, September 23; Otto’s Mini of Exton, PA will provide a Mini Cooper for qualified 
guests with purchased VIP tickets, while supplies last and a private tour of a special VIP house 
with a gourmet boxed lunch served by Montesano Bros Italian Market & Catering. VIP tickets are 
also available at all satellite locations, as well as via web and phone. (See 
www.ChesterCountyDay.com for details.) 

Contact: 610-431-5054 
More Information: Want to know more about the tour? Attend one of the free public preview lectures 
throughout the county. For a list of dates and locations, or to download a podcast visit: 
www.ChesterCountyDay.com 
 

### 
 

About Chester County Hospital  
Founded in 1892 as the county’s first hospital, the non-profit has grown into a 248-bed acute-care inpatient facility 
in West Chester. It also has outpatient services in Exton, West Goshen, New Garden, West Grove, Jennersville, and 
Kennett Square. In 2013, Chester County Hospital became part of Penn Medicine, which is one of the world's 
leading academic medical centers, dedicated to medical education, biomedical research, and excellent patient care. 
In addition to quality-driven medical and surgical services, Chester County Hospital also offers home health, 
inpatient hospice and skilled nursing care; occupational medicine; outpatient laboratory, radiology and physical 
therapy services; wound care; cardiopulmonary rehab; and a prenatal clinic for the underserved. Learn more at 
ChesterCountyHospital.org. In 2020, Chester County Hospital will complete the largest expansion in its history. The 
project will welcome a state-of-the-art procedural platform with 15 operating room suites, a 99-bed patient tower, 
a new main entrance and an expanded and renovated Emergency Department. 
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